MINUTES

CPP MEETING

October 8th, 2008

Present:  Anthony, Bresnahan, Kamber, Marcy, Middleton, Plastine, Robertson, Scapardine, Stern, Venturo, Vincelette, Wineburg, Winston 

1. Minutes from the September 24th meeting were approved with corrections.

2. CPP continued the spring schedule discussion from the last meeting.  Below are the highlights of the discussion:

· There is a possible conflict with the proposal for Saturday classes in that the first Saturday of the semester includes a number of athletic events, including some that TCNJ is hosting.  

· A new schedule was proposal from the subcommittee that included holding classes on Martin Luther King Day.  Because we currently ‘celebrate’ MLK Day by having students move in, the new proposal emphasizes the educational aspect of the holiday: 

-   bring students back to campus on Sunday

-   make sure the campus is a visual symbol of MLK Day 

-   hold classes on Monday


-   provide specific events on Wednesday afternoon

· There is still significant concern about a regular class schedule on MLK Day.  There has been communication with faculty in the African-American Studies program to get feedback on the various options and that conversation will continue. 

· The group reviewed the principles currently guiding the semester schedule, as well as the results of the survey from last spring.  The following points/questions were raised:

· shortening the exam times would reduce the length of exam days but would not address the number of exam days or the problems with exam conflicts

· massed exams might be contributing to exam conflicts

· coming back earlier may meet significant resistance from faculty who do research during the break 

· we need to find out realistic costs for the various options

· we should look at what other schools do

· we probably need to make a decision soon for this year versus for years to come 

· One more suggestion was given to consider for this coming spring:

· evening classes on MLK Day (5 pm on)

· Monday afternoon classes on Wednesday afternoon (12:00-5:00)

· Monday morning classes on Saturday morning (8:30-12:00)

